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Now all theſe Things happen'd unto them for 
Enſamples : and they are written for our Ad- 
monition, upon whom the Ends of the World 
are come. | 


E are met together here this Day be- | 
fore God, to acknowledge that his | 
Judgments were Juſt, and that they | 
were the crying Sins of this Nation | 

which brought them down upon it ; and to con- | 

ſeſs our own Sins; that by confeſſing and forſa- 
king them, we may have Mercy, and prevent | 
the like Judgments from falling upon our ſelves. | 

And the Remembrance and Acknowledgment of 

the former, is the ſtrongeſt Argument poſſible for 

the latter. This I ſhall endeavour to ſhow from 
theſe Words of the Apoſtle, which are as proper 
an Application to us, as they were to the Zerws. 

For as the Sins of their Fathers in the Wilderneſs, 

and God's puniſhing of them, were Enſamples and 


Id monitions to the Apes that came after: So the | 
ormer Judgments which have been inflicted on 
this Nation for its Sins, are Exſamples and Ad- 
montions to all the fuczeeding Generations - it. 
am 


o 


lee —_ 
l am very ſenſible, that this proper Uſe of this 
| Faſt hath by the Wickedneſs of Men been ſo in- 
| verted, that it hath encreas'd rather than reformed 
our Sins: and that inſtead of a Day of Humilia- 
tion, it hath been a Day of Pride and Contention. 
A Preacher ſtands as a Butt for the Archers, as a 
Mark for thoſe Arrows of the Wicked, even b'it- 
ter Words. It is a Griet and a Shame that we 
ſhould come inro the Houle of God, with an Ap- 
pearance of Trembling before him, and being a- 
| traid of his Judgments; and bring with us a Heart, 
not full of that Wiſdom, which is peaceable, and 
gentle, and toithout Partiality; but charg'd with 
the Reſentment of Party Politicks, which ren- 
| ders us not yery well diſpoſed to pray with that 
Charity, which is neceſſaty to our being forgiven, 
or to hear with that Candour that is neceſſary to 
our being Edified. . But if it will beſo ; and 2 
Man muft bear Reproach, and Obloquy.; he 
would pray that it may fall on him for the ſake 
of Moderation and Peace, and be not his Crime, 
| but his neceſſary Misfortune. 3 
Without any Regard to this then, I ſhall, as, 
the Apoltle here lays before thoſe to whom he is. 
' writing, the Sins of the I/rae/ztes, and the Pu- e 
niſhments that follow'd them, and makes them 
'a Caution and Admonition to them, 


am 5 ey ASD 0 wy fy ti 


I. Lay before you tha& Sins which were the, 
immediate Cap 27 1 Wickedneſs of this 


Day. 
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II. Repreſent to you thoſe Judgments of God 


which fell upon the Nation as the natural 
Conſequence of them. And 


_ — 
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III. Show you how theſe things were Euſam- 


” ples to us: And are Admonitions to be- 
ware of the like Sins. 


I. And Firſt, I ſhall lay before you thoſe Sins 


which were the more immediate Cauſe of God's 
Judgments on this Nation. I do not now ſpeak 
of thoſe Sins, which reigned among us, as the 


Effects of long Peace, and Plenty, and bad Ex- 


ample; which had their Share alſo in corrupting 
Mens Minds, and preparing them for Change, 
and Confuſion, and deſperate Enterprizes, as well 
as in plucking down the Vengeance of God : but 


of thoſe, that more immediarely produc'd thoſe || 


Confufions, and were the Inſtruments of God to | 


| 


puniſh themſelves. And theſe, I ſuppoſe, no 
Body expects I ſhould lay to one Sort or Party 
of Men: but allow to all their Share of Shame. 
The great Hiſtorian of this Nay, who cannot he 
ſuſpected of Partiality on ane Side, gives me 
leave to ſay ſeverer Things on both, than I ſhall 
give my ſelf to ſay on either. 

1. And Firſt, for the Groundwork of all Con- 


tention, Solomon hath taught us what it is. *Tzs | 
of Pride only that Contention cometh, but with | 
the Well-advifed is Wiſdom. It is that that makes | 


Men head ſtrong and raſh, and will not ſuffer 
them to think calmly with themſelves, or 


adviſe } 
impar- 


| 


| 
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impartially with others; but expects to be ſub- 
| mitted to in all Things, and endeavours to 'cruſh 
| thoſe that will not ſubmit to it. It is 2haz tliat 
| engages Princes, or thoſe that govern them, to 
declare War on the {lighteſt Provocatiohs or Pre- 
tences : that carries them to oppreſs their Sub- 
jects in their Natural Properties, or Legal Rights: 
that jets them upon reducing all Mens Opinions 
and Conſciences to an Agreement with their Im- 
\ poſitions. It is that that makes Subjects diſcon- Þ? 
tented in the Station in which God hath placed 
them; that fills them with Reſentment upon 
every Injury or Diſappointment : thar tempts 
| them to be ungxateful for what they have fe- 
| ceived, if they are deny'd all they wind they 
have deſerved : that makes them Hale and un- 


faithful on the Proſpect of Advantage; and ob- 
ſtinate to add Sin to Sin, leſt they ſhould ſeem 
to have been in the Wrong. From this great Root 
proceeded all thoſe leſſer ones, TOO brought 
| forth ſuch bitter Fruit. For, 
2. The faſt apparent and viſible Cauſe of preat 
| Diſcoment in the Nation, was entring into two 
expenſive Wars, upon the Humour and Paſſion of 
aà Favourite; who thonght his own private Re- 
ſentments worth being gratify'd at the publick 
| Colt. This made his Authority ſo odious, that he 
| was oblig'd' ro make it more ſo, by exerting it to 
the Diffolution of Two Parliaments ; as his Suc- 
j ceſſor did his by the Diſſolution of a Third : with | 
an unacceptable Proclamation, that made 1 
| en 


9 
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en feat there was no more uſe to be made cf 
ruſh thoſe Aſſemblies, that are a Juſt Curb upon the 
thar Government of their Fellow Subjects. 

2. And to increaſe this Icalouſy, the Subſidies 
ey had only voted were raiſed upon the Peo- 
le; and the want of Money, the great Neceſſi y 
at is ſure to call them together, provided a- 
ions Rainſt by other Methods, [{trange and unuſual, 
Im- Jet to ſay Ilkgal. This Oppreſſion was ſup- 
on- Ported by an Authority, exercisd in a manner 
xced Nitable to its Deſign z they who exercis d it, ſays 
pon Ihe Hiſtorian, holding for honourable that which 
"pts Ned, and for juſt that which profired - And 
fre- heir Decifions and Powers were declar'd good 
hey I Law, and adjudg'd in a Court of Law to be 
un- V. upon ſuch Grounds and Reaſons as every 
oh. Nrander- by was able to ſmear was not Law. 

4. To theſe in-the next Place, that, which is 
he greateſt Encroachment on Liberty poſſible, 
ras added ; the reſtraining of that, which ought 
o be the, molt fiee and voluntary thing in the 


5 ard Uniformity in all the Modes and Cere- 
1 of Hnoaies of Worſhip was required; New Cere- 
Re- Inonies were impoſed ; The Foreign Churches, 

lick Phat had till then enjoy'd their own Method, were | 
- he F411 d under the ſame Yoke ; and all Endeavours | 


vere us d to bring the Church of the other King- 
om of Scotland into this Unity; as if the Life || 
and Soul of Religion, and the Bond of Perfe&- | 
eſs, had conſiſted in * external ne 
is 


Norld, Conſcience and Religion. An exact Out- 


ſentment, at having been over-aw'd by the Fe: 


Politicks or Chriſtianity. I am ſree to ſpeak thus 
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This is a Hardſhip which nothing but Force ca 
make Men quiet under; and their being quis 
under it is 10 far from ſhowing that it hath it 
defign'd Effect, (except all the Effect defign'd b 
it be the Appearance of Religion,) that it onl{. 
ſhows that Terror will make Men diſſemble th: 
which will break out with more Violence whe 
the Terror is remov'd. And then whatever the 
do, ſhall be imputed to a Spirit of Innovation 
tho? it ariſe truly from a natural Remorſe and Re 


my Ty 


of Men. There is nothing, I think, plainer i 
the Rules of Civil Society, than that no Man i 
to be abridg'd of his Rights in it, but for tho: 
things which immediately affect its Security 
And there is nothing plainer in the Goſpel, tha 
that Sincerity and godly Simplicity is our pro 
per Rejoycing before our judge; and that ou 
Union to Chriſt our Head, and to one another 
conſiſts in an Union of Faith and Love, and no 
in an Outward Conformity of Worſhip. So that 
to compel Men to this Outward Contormity, ei 
ther by uſing them as Schiſmaticks from the 
Body of Chriſt, or as unfit and dangerous Mem 
bers of the Civil Society, is not Juſt either j 


of this Matter, becauſe all Churches are apt t. 
be faulty in it, and all Parties apt to make Ad 
vantage of their Uncharitableneſs to one another, 
and to confine the Favours that are in their Pow 
er, to their own Set. Men that have had il 

Deſigns 
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ce APeſigns, have ever made uſe of theſe Prejudices 
quFo play their common Enemies at one another; 
ath ind each Side have been too glad to carch at thoſe 
n'd bpportunities of deſtroying the other, tho? it 
onlſſath been to their own Ruine. Thoſe of Scor- 
e th; ind, who received the Propoſals from England, 
heft bringing them to an Uniformity with us, 
r theſſter the molt outrageous manner in the World; 
tion Ys ſoon as ever it came to their Turn to have En- 
d Re duragement and Power, ſent a Petition, out of 
Fei tender Compaſſion for the Welfare ot our 
et Thurch, to have it reduc'd to an Uniformity in 
lan | eligion with theirs. And the King's Antwer to 
thol&:2t Petition is excellently Wiſe and Chriſtian. 
it) e Unity in Religion, favs he, which is deſired ; 
thaſſe cannot but anſwer, that we much apprehend, 
prog / the Papiſis may make ſome Advantage of that 
t OUBrorefhon ; by continuing that Scandal with more 
thetthoriry, which they have ever heretofore uſed 
d no ca upon the Reformation. by interpreting all 
tha Differences in Ceremony, Government, or in- 
V, eiſferent Opinions between ſeveral Proteſtant 
| thi.-ches, to be Differences in Religion ; and leſt 
lem r Good Subject of England, who have ever e- 
er em d themſelves of the ſame Religion with you, 
thuſſ / ſuſpett themſelves to be efleem d by you | 
YC UN be of a contrary. Words which as well ſuit |} 
Adiß ſtercences in Opinion and Ceremony in the 
there Proteſtant Church; Words which ſhould | 
Powve been thought of before on our Side; and 
d ilch ought now ever to be temember d. 
ſ1gns B 2 This 
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This was the State of our Government, whe 
after Twelve Years Intermiſſion (neceſſary whi 
ſuch Things were doing) a Parliament was calle 
which as wiſe and moderate as it was, could nc 
but take ſharp Notice ot the Oppteſſions that h: 
been practis'd under Colour of Law; oft 
Bieaches that had been made in the Liberty 
the Subject; of the inſupportable Encroac 
ments ot rhe Eccleſiaſtical Courts; and of t| 
Inſolence and Growth of Popery; and could n 
but be very unhappily diſſolved for it. 

It often comes in the Way of the Hiſtorian, ar 
of all that read him, to complain and grieve th 
the King, who had an excellent Judgment, : 
good Diſpoſitions of his own, ſhould give the 
up to the Fears and Deſigns of others: that H 
who was but too ſteady to thoſe who had 
got into him, ſhould be ſo ealy to ſome one whe 
He elteem'd and lov'd ; and whoſe Amhitic 
or Haughtineſs, or Paſſion, or Zeal, made th: 
very unfit for that Confidence, It was from he: 
thoſe Occaſions were given for the Crimes of 
t 1ers to exert themſelves to that degree, that 
King's own Wiflom and Goodnef5 might l. 

;evented. 

With this new Weight another Parliament; 
called; and what could be expected bur Viole 
and Contention frem it? It was impoſſible « 
for the beſt Men among them not to teſolve 
put a ſure Guard upon thoſe Liberties, wh 
were too precicus to be made the Sport of An 
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uon and Zeal ; and it was very poſſible for the 
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worlt to improve this Reſolvedneſs to thoſe Ends 
they had in View, and carry Mens Paſſions to the 
other Extreme. The firſt they all conſpir'd in 
with great Unanimity ; to vindicate the Old Eng- 
liſh Conſtitution, and to ſettle it out of the Reach 
of Civil or Spiritual Oppteſſion; and this they 
ſeem'd effectually to have done, by the King's 
gracious conſenting to thoſe Acts that deftroy'd | 
every Inſtrument of it; Acts that are everlaſting 
Monuments of his Affection to his People, and 


ſuch an Obligation of Repoſe and Truſt in the 


Hearts of his Subjects, that no Expreſſions of 
Duty, or Piety, or Confidence from them, could 
have been more than a ſufficient Return on their 
Parts. | 

But I do not know how, whether feigned or! 
real ; but, either from their own groundleſs 
Fears, or farther Deſigns; or from their Obſer- 
vation of what had been done againſt all former 
Repreſentations ; or from what they had ſuffer d 
before for their freedom in Parliament; or from! 
{:me Diſcovery of what was intended to be 
done; they had, God knows how, conce ved ſuch 
a deep Jealcuſy of the Cour, that they would not 
truſt jr with the Power of breaking through theſe 
Securities, but went on to weaken and ſeduce 0 
to their own Will. And it was this fear and Jea 
louſy, and want of Cofidence, that with their 
own Crimes catiied Things to that Extremity 
that we deplote. Their own Crimes, 1 ſay; « 


| 
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as the Faults of the Government were many, {6 
| were thoſe on the other ſide no leſs, either in 
Number or Weight. | 
FJ. There was the Ambition of their Leaders, 
who at fiſt ſeem'd to have deſign'd no greater 
Things for themſelves, than to be poſſeſs d of 
the beſt Places in that Government which they fo 
| inveigh'd againſt z and had mark d our and fix d 
their Lotz. Tis this Vice that can make Men 
court, and follow, and applaud; or murmur, 
and complain, and repreſent: That can uſe con- 
| trary Means, and carry different Appearances to 
the ſame End. And if the Cure they thus gree- 
dily defired had been apply'd to their Uneaſineſo, 
it might have healed them, it's likely, of their 
| publick Spirit, and Zeal for their Country ; and 
have had as good an Effect in reducing them to 
2 Heartineſs in the Service of the King, as it had 
upon thoſe, who had been as loud in their Com- 
plaints, and as ſevere in their Accuſations, as any 
of them all. But as this Way ot gratifying them 
vas not taken, they choſe ro make Way for them- 
ſelves: and carried o 1 the Method of ir with fo 
bes: a Hand, that the King himſelf was made 
'l 


the Sacrifice, and thoſe, who had on other Rea- 
lons gone too far with them, and given them a 
Power tte could not controul, the Triumph of 
cher Ambition. To this was added, 

2. Reſentment, a ſtrong Deſire of Revenge. 
Their own Reſentment to ſpur on their Ambiti- 
n; and the Reſentm-.nt of others to be manag'd 
ö to 


* 
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| 
( 
| 
| 


| Party that will protect it, and make it ſecure. 
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to their Ends. And indeed as there had been 
Occaſion enough given for this; ſo there was 
more than enough of it to anſwer the Occaſion. 
Every Man who had felt the Severity of the Go- 
vernment, or had not taſled its Favours, or not 
to that Degree, and in that Particular he deſired, 
thought himſelf injured; and was to ſhew how 
much he deſerv'd to be regarded by the Miſchief 
he was able to do. And thoſe who had no De- 
ſigns of bringing Matters to Extremity, were by 
this Paſſion led to do Things they could not re- 
call, and made uſe of to give a hower to Others, 
that were reſolved to exerciſe it to the utmoſt. 
And to join with this Ambition and Reſentment 
there was, 

2. A great deal of Baſeneſs and Ingratitude, | 
which aroſe either trom the former, an unjult | 
Reſentment ; or from Hopes of greater Advan- 
tage; cr from a natural Wickedneſs of Spirit | 
And this is aVice, that, becauſe it is apt to feat 
that it cannot be forgiven. is for that Reaſon' def? | 
perate, and never be brought to forgive : and Will | 
give in to any Wickedneſs, and join it ſelf ro any | 
The Reaſons that made ſome ungrateful, made 
others, 

4 Falſe and Unfaithful. This is a Vice indeed, | 


that Courts too naturally breed. by the Encourage- 


ment they give to it ; and the ſame Methods that 
they try ro diſcover the Deſigns, and know the 


Thoughts and Words of others, will be tound | 
deen 
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y effeQual to betray their own. And there was ſo 


nothing ſo ſecrer but what could be enter'd into, 
nothing ſo inviolable but what was laid open. 


5. Add in the laſt place equal to all, That fad G 


| | Diſunion and Jealouſy ; thoſe Divifions and Sup- 


plantings that were among the King's own Friends; 


| 
| who ſtill valued their own Strength and Depend- 
'/ ance above his Service and Intereſt ; and were for 
| | fixing their own Authority, and making it neceſſa- 
| ry in him, rather than for eſtabliſhing His by the 
Wiſdom and Force of their united Counſel. This 
there is everlaſting Reaſon to complain of, not 


| 
in the midſt of the greateſt Diffiulties, and when 
the common Enemy was maſtering them all, and 
making any Intereſt that they might bave with 
their Maſter of no uſe, when he hitnſelf was to 
h be of none ; they were with Zeal endeavouring to 
gain the empty Name of Power, by undermining 
1 and deſtroying one another Such an infatuated 
Pride had poſſeſs d them, when their joint Strength 
and Concurrence was leſs than was neceſſary. 
To all theſe we may add, thoſe things which! 
don't know whether I may call by the hard Name 
of Crimes, but which are certainly great Faults 
and Weaknefles; and which, as they are the pro- 
per Inſtruments of other Mens Activity and De- 
ſign, often produce as bad Effects as the worſt af 
# Crimes; 


much of this in this wicked Time, that there was |, 


only when a preſe:.t Succeſs had rais'd their Spi- | 
rits, and made them hope great | hings : But even 


ze Houte of Commons. 17 
rimes; and without which thoſe Crimes cannot 
ve that Power and Influence. I mean, a Lazineſs 
d Indifference in attending and purſuing thoſe 
ings which we count juſt and honeſt ; A 
ught to be the leſs indulged where the Oppeſiti- 
n is ſtrong and violent: An Eaſineſs in being led 
y the Authority of others, ſometimes againſt, of- 
21 without our own Judgments ; and a falſe Hd 
our of adhering to what we have once unidenta- 
en, and to Men we have once been engag d with; 
eſt we ſhould ſeem to have been miſtaken or in- 
onſtant; and a weak Perſuaſion, that' wt tay 
affer things to go on to tliat State as will nat. 
ally mend it ſelf, till we art engag d if AMNS | 
e at a diſtance abhorr'd, and in Perplexitſes WE 
annor deliver our ſelves from. Theſe Faults were 
he Undetworkers in our Troubles That great 
Majority that there was of good Men in the Pat- 
liament, ſuffer'd themſelves to be out- done by the 
Vig lance of a Few ; ſome declining the Wartntly | 
of the Service; ſome following till they were led 
out of the Way they thought they had been in: | 
ſome going on, becauſe what was next ſeem d bur 
an eaſy Conſequence of what they had done be- 
fore; and many thinking that every Motion was 
to be the laſt, and that one vigbrous Puſh would | 
bring Aﬀairs to a good and happy Contluſion. 
II. And now layifg allheſe things togethef, 
how could God but be avenged on ſuch a Nation 
as this 2 Not by overflowing them with a Deluge, | 
of raining Fire and . on them, of by ſend- 
ing 


f 
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ing a Plague among them; but by leaving them i 
the natural Conſequences of theſe Paſſions, rais d 


fore 


by theſe Provocations. How could ſuch a Houſt 
or ſuch a Kingdom ſtand ? Its Fall indeed was the 
Wickedneſs of Men, but the righteous Judgment 
of God. That Authority, which had been raisd 
to an exorbitant Height, was laid in the Duſt, and 
render'd Vile, to be trodden upon by the Meanel 
of the People : Thoſe who call'd themſelves Rab. 
bis and Maſters, in the Senſe that our Saviour 
forbids, had that Sentence which he pronounces a. 
gainſt ſuch, executed ſadly upon them: 1e thut 
exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed. The Law had 1 
ſevere Revenge upon thoſe that had perverted it, 
and it ſelf was remov'd for the Abule of it: The 
Baſe and Ungrateful were in their own way re- 
warded ; and the Falſe and Unfaithtul were trea- 


cherouſly dealt with; the Ambitious were baulk d 
' In their Aims, and ſunk to be the Slaves to their 
\ Servants ; and the Indiferent, and the Weak, and 
the Diſunited, were broken to pieces, and thrown 
4 by, and deſpiſed. Only Some were in the Eyes 
of Men exalted and rewarded ; but in the Ac- 


count of God, made ute of as his Scourges on the 
Wicked neſs of this Nation. In ſhot, you know, 


that after the Miſeries of a Civil War, which alone 
is a Puniſhment, our King was barbarouſly mur- 


der'd; the legal Government of the Kingdom to- 


tally aboliſh'd : the Conſtitution of the Parlia- 
ment broken to pieces; and Epiſcopacy rooted out; 
and this under the Pretence of Reſtraint and Re- 


formation 
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m t&rmation : and not any of thuſe Defects reme- 
ais yd, nor Oppreſſions remov'd, which had been 
Douſlihe Reaſons given for all this Deſtruttion ; but 
S theſontinu'd and increas d, with this Aggravation, 
nem at they were manag'd by our Fellow Subjects, 
ais dith all the Irregulariry and Conſuſion, and Hu- 
 andſſÞpour, and Cruelty poſſible. And now, 

ane} III. When we look back to theſe Things, 
Rab. bat End have we in it? Is it that we may en- 
riourfume Men to the ſame Purpoſes and Deſigns? 
25 z. Bit that we may curſe rhoſe that had, and thoſe 


tha@at had not a Hand in bringing theſe Miſeries on 


ad ade Nation? Or is it, that conſidering former 
d ir, Niſcarriages, and the juſt Judgment of God, 
The We may tor the Future ſearn Wiſdom. If this: 
re. Mere is Inſtruction lies before us in abundance. 
trez-Me Things that have been are Enſamples and 
kd monitions to us; and we may be warned by 
heir Ne fad Effects, to avoid thoſe Sins which were 
and I Cauſes of them. And this there is but too 
own at Occaſion to inculcate ; ſince Humane Na- 
Eyes Ne is the ſame in all Ages, and that which hath 
Ac- In, ſhall be again under the Sun. 
the We are told indeed by ſome, that we are al- 
ow, y fallen under the Judgment of God, in that 
lone hive, with our Fathers, been guilty of the 
nut- of Rebellion; and that the Sorrow of this 
to- eproaches us for the Toy that we expreſs, 
lia ·¶ our Deliverance from Popery and Arbitrary 
out; Mer, by the Arms of Reſiſtance under our great 
Re. ¶ glorious King W:i/l:2m, And indeed the ſlight 
jon C 2 Covers 
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have given but too great Countenance to this At 
cuſation. But, in plain Truth, If the Compa 
ſon be juſt, and the Caſe the very ſame, it is the 
that objekt it, and not we, that are to take cx 
of the Conſequence and they can be no Frien 
to the Martyr of this Day, who will make | 
Murder as juſt as the Expulſion of his Son. V 
deny the Similitude, either in the Fault, or 
the Recompence of it, If they will ſay that Ki 
Charles the Flt had made as manitelt a Brez 
on cur Conltitution by ſome illegal Acts, as t 
other did by diſpenſing with all our Laws! 

they will ſay, that the Exorbitances of a Coy 
then ſettled by Law, were as grievous as the fan 
Court acting more exorbitantly, contraty to La 
If they willſay, that He gave no greater Securit 
that ſuch Things ſhould no more be practis'd th 
his Son did ; and that his Reitgion would 
permit him to give a real Security - It they u 
fay, that thoſe who. condemned him to De; 
took the lowelt Pledge they could for the Sak 
cf their Juſt Liberties : If they will ſay, that! 
Excluſion of the ather by the Convention ot. 
Nation, was the ſame thing with the Murder 
his Father by a few. Miſcreants, againſt the. Vc 
of; the Nation, nay even of thoſe that are 
proach'd for it: If they will ſay. this, we 
content then to hear what Reproach they can 
upon us. But We ſay, that as we have ſcen 
thing, al. the like kvgut, in the DeltpuQion. 0 
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anc} Government and Church, and in God's Judg- 
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ments lying upon us in Confuſion and Tyranny ; 


bur _ 5 going happily and quietly as far 


25 their Wicked neſs will fufter it: ſo we can ſes 


nothing of the Crime that ſhould deſerve thoſe 


{udgments in the Revolution it ſelt; tho' in our 
Ingratitude under the Bleſſings of it, we ſee verv 
much. We fay, that it is lawful and honourable, 
to defend the Liberties of a Nation againſt any 
that ſhall attempt to deſtroy them; and to da 
whatever is neceſſary to that Defence; and that 
Liberty, without ſuch a Power of defending it, 
is nothing but a Word: And in this we have the 
Acknowledgment even of thoſe that may think 
the Laws have not expreſly provided againſt {ich 
Neceſſity: and if they will ſay there was no more 
than this done in the Rebellion of thoſe that exe 
cuted their King, let Them look to it. We abhor 
the Charge. — But then, | 
Mau art inexcuſable, O Man, that judeeſi 
another, and thy ſelf doſt the ſame Things We 
have ſeen with our own Eyes, a Rebellion; 2 
Rebellion indeed raiſed againſt a Prince, who had 
never made the leaſt Incroachment on the Liber 
ties or Conſciences of his Subjects; carry'd on ii 
open Conjunction with the Enemies of our hol 
Religion: We have ſeen it enter d into, not on! 
by thoſe whoſe- Principles ate conſiſtent with it 
but againſt Oaths, and Principles, and OWlige 
tions And are theſe the Men to accuſe- others 
Thou, that teacheft that others ſhould” not ſſea 
daft thou tea! Thou that» abhorteſt * 
| O¹ 
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doſt thou commit Rebellion? But why do 
we ſpeak to thoſe who are the Enemies of our 
Conſtitution and Settlement? If thoſe who are 
its Friends, and wiſh well to it, will but learn 
that Wiſdom which the Faults and Miſeries of 
this Day teach them, we need not fear the Strength 
of others, which nothing bur our own Folly will 
make conſiderable enough to hurt us. We have 
not, I am ſure, the leaſt Apprehenſion of thoſe 
Provocations which were unhappily laid in the 
wav of our Forefathers. We have a KING fo 
Ir from defiring to invade thoſe Liberties, which 
ire by Law not in his Power, that he hath been 
>ver tender of thoſe that are : A KING that de- 
Ires we would only make him happy, and his 
Reign eaſy, by making our 1-lves fo; and that 
lefires all his Subjects, without Diſtinction, may 
njoy the Fruits of that Government, that with- 
ut Diſtinction they are hearty to maintain. It 
7e will all of us conſpite in the ſame Deſign, 
ad ſtudy in our ſeveral Stations, not our own, 
ut the common Good; What Happineſs may 
e not expect for Generations to come, under 
lat Family, which God hath bleſs d with an En- 
eaſe, to bleſs thoſe Generations. If all of us 
ll refolve not to envy and vex one another ; 
t to join with, and ſtrengthen the Hands of all 
bt deſire the ſame Things: If we will learn 
be charitab!e to our ſmaller Differences in Mat- 
of Religion, and receive all as Brethren, 
zom Chrilt receives, and as Fellow Citizens, 
o are equally Friends to our Civil Government 
| with 
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ith us: If we will learn to be quiet, and con- 
ented with the Calling with which God hath cal- 
ed us; and not think more highly of our ſelves 
han we ought to think : If we will guard a- 
gainſt thoſe Paſſions of Reſentment and Revenge, 

hich when once let in, grow too ſtrong for the 
trongelt Underſtanding, and over-run even Prin- 
iple and Honour, and Gratitude, and Intereſt : 
f we will carry in our Breaſts a kind Acknow- 
edgment, and Senſe of that Protection and Fa- 
our that we receive from the belt of Gover- 
ours: If we will be exactly rrue and faithful to 
he Intereſts of his Government: If we will avoid 
Al Diſſenſions and Conteſts, all ambiricus Strug- 
ples and envious Underminings, and with one 
eart carry on theſe Intereſts : If we will be active 
and zealous, honeſt and ſincere in our Service; fol- 
owing nothing but what is right and jult, and ne- 
er being aſham'd to deſert what hath been falſe 


und miſtaken : If we will guard againſt all the 


Steps that may lead us into Danger before we per- 
eive it: If with this Heart for the Proſperity of 
his Nation, which now expeQts its Proſperity, we 
ne Quietly obedient to the Laws, and Government 
eit; conforming cur Lives to that Rule, which 
ur Spiritual Guides out of the Goſpel teach us; 
nd uniting our Selves in the Bond of unfeigned 
-harity to all our Chriltian Biethren: As many 
f iis as are thus minded, Peace be on them, and 
Mercy on the Iſtael of God. 

If this Day be taught to inſtil contrary Thoughts 
ito Ds; and ſerve to whet our Paſſions againlt 
one 
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one Another: If this Day, which, even if it wen 
not lanctity'd, ſhould of all the Days in the Year, 
teach us Humility and Condeſcenſion, Forbearanc 
and Forgiveneſs, Contentment and Quiet, Love 
and Peace; Lay, If this Day ſhould be ſanttity'd 
into a Day of Pride and Stiffneſs; Impatience 
and Revenge, Hatred and Strife; theſe Abuſts 
mult anſwer for the Wiſhes that are complaine! 
of: Bur it we falt in it to the Ends of Charity ; 
to undo the heavy' Burdens, and let the Op. 
preſſed go free, and break every Joe; and t: 
the Ends of Wiſdom, to keep off from thoſe da 

gerous Rocks, on which our Veſſel hath been a 
> ready daſhd: Then may it for ever ſtand as: 
> Memorial and Mark, to warn Men on one Side 
* * againlt that Oppreſſion that makes even wiſe Me 
mad: and on the other, againft thoſe Paffion 
+ that. make even wife Men commit the greatef 
- Folly and Wickednefts. . 
I ſhall conclude with the Words of the Apoſtie 
before and after my Text. Noto theſe Thing 
were our Enſamples, to the Intent we ſhould n- 
| Luft after evil Things, as they alſo luſted : Nei 
ther be ye Idolaters, as wert ſome f them 
Neuber let us tempt Chrifl, as ſome-of them 
, fo tempered + Neuber murmur ye, as ſome 

| them alſo murmured. Now all theſe Things hu 
peed unto them for Enſampler:> and they 4 
eur itt em for our Admonition, upon who tbe Ent 
of the World are come. Let hin M 
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be ſtandeth, rake heed leſt he fall. <5} 5 1 


